TO HIS SON, ON EDUCATION.	197 London, September 20, O. S. 1748.
DEAR BOY,
I WAIT with impatience for your accurate history of the ChevaUera Porte JEJp^es, which you promised me in your last, and which I take to be the forerunner of a larger work, that you intend to give the public, containing a general account of all the Eeligious and Military Orders of Europe. Seriously; you will do well to have a general notion of all those Orders, ancient and modern; both as they are frequently the subjects of conversation, and as they are more or less interwoven with the histories of those times. Witness the Teutonic Order, which, as soon as it gained strength, began its unjust depredations in Germany, and acquired such considerable possessions there; and the Order of Malta also, which continues to this day its piracies upon the infidels. Besides, one can go into no company in Germany, without running against Monsieur le Chevalier, or Monsieur le Commandeur de F Ordre Teutonique. It is the same in all the other parts of Europe, with regard to the Order of Malta; where you never go into company without meeting two or three Chevaliers or Commandeurs, who talk of their preuves, their langues, their oaravanes, &c., of all which things I am sure you would not willingly be ignorant. On the other hand, I do not mean that you should have a profound and minute knowledge of these matters, which are of a nature that a general knowledge of them is fully sufficient. I would not recommend to you to read Abbe* Vertot's History of the Order of Malta, in four quarto volumes; that would be employing a great deal of good time very ill. But I would have you know the foundations, the